
Editor’s Note
I hope that you enjoy this edition which is devoted to
the climactic events of the years 1536 and 1537.
Doncaster was right at the heart of the climax of the
Pilgrimage of Grace. Indeed it could be said that if
peace hadn’t been made at Doncaster Bridge we might be
remembering the battle of Doncaster and seeing it as the
moment when Catholic England fought back against the
Protestant schemes of Henry. We might still be a Catholic
country and the Armada might have found its home here.
The wily Duke of Norfolk tricked the Pilgrims into
dispersing and then the brutal secret police of Henry’s
government swung into action to destroy the leadership of
the rebels but at a very wet Doncaster 470 years ago
things could have been so different.
At the end of the magazine are some pages from Doug
Croft. Doug is resigning from his position as secretary
to the society after many years and I would like to pay a
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tribute to him for his quiet devotion and hard work. I
hope that we will be able to keep in touch with him and
tap into the vast wealth of archaeological knowledge he
possesses. Philip

The Pilgrimage of Grace was the worst uprising of Henry VIII's reign. It
was a direct result of the dissolution of the monasteries, a policy which confused and
angered most Englishmen. The original rebellion began at Louth in Lincolnshire in
early October 1536. The presence of a royal commission was the spark; the local
clergy encouraged it to flame. The Lincolnshire rebellion lasted but a fortnight, but
Yorkshire - led by the lawyer Robert Aske - was next. With the charismatic Aske as
their leader, the rebellion spread quickly. Dissatisfaction with the king's religious and
fiscal policies was deep and widespread. An army of perhaps 30,000 men gathered in
the north. The king ordered the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk and the earl of
Shrewsbury to respond. But there was no standing army in England; also, popular
sympathy lay with the rebels.
The king's forces were hopelessly outnumbered. Worse, their soldiers lacked
equipment and the desire to fight their countrymen. And the rebel forces were far

more experienced in battle, having fought the
Scots near-continuously during Henry's reign.
Faced with such odds, the king turned to
diplomacy. The rebels, after all, did not seek
to overthrow him. Their primary desire was
for the dissolved monasteries to be restored.
They also criticized the king's 'low-born'
advisers, particularly Thomas Cromwell. His
policies of high taxation and forced
enclosures had worsened poverty throughout
northern England; it was already, as Norfolk
told the king, 'the most barren country of the
realm'.
The cause of this great popular movement,
which extended over five counties and found

sympathizers all over England, was attributed to Robert Aske, the leader of the
insurgents, to "spreading of heretics, suppression of houses of religion and other
matters touching the commonwealth". And in his "Narrative to the King", he declared:

In all parts of the realm men's hearts much grudged with the suppression of abbeys,
and thefirst fruits, by reason the same would be the destruction of the whole religion

in England. And their especial great grudge is against the lord Cromwell.

The insurrectionary spirit spread from the Humber to the Tweed; and all who joined
in the enterprise bound themselves by oath to stand by each other, "for the love which
they bore to Almighty God, his faith, the holy church, and the maintenance thereof; to
the preservation of the king's person and his issue; to the purifying of the nobility;
and to expulse all villein blood and evil counsellors from his grace and privy council;
not for any privateprofit, nor to do displeasure to any private person, nor to slay or
murder through envy, but for the restitution of the church, and the suppression of
heretics and their opinions."
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Chronicler Edward Hall, writing with an eye to royal patronage had this to say:

[T]he king was truly informed that there was a new insurrection made
by the northern men, who had assembled themselves into a huge and great army of
warlike men, well appointed with captains, horse, armour and artillery, to the number
of 40,000 men, who had encamped themselves in Yorkshire. And these men had
bound themselves to each other by their oath to be faithful and obedient to their
captain.
The also declared, by their proclamation solemnly made, that their insurrection
should extend no further than to the maintenance and defence of the faith of Christ
and the deliverance of holy church, sore decayed and oppressed, and to the
furtherance also of private and public matters in the realm concerning the wealth of
all the king's poor subjects. They called this, their seditious and traitorous voyage, a
holy and blessed pilgrimage; they also had certain banners in the field whereon was
painted Christ hanging on the cross on one side, and a chalice with a painted cake in
it on the other side, with various other banners of similar hypocrisy and feigned
sanctity. The soldiers also had a certain cognizance or badge embroidered or set
upon the sleeves of their coats which was a representation of the five wounds of
Christ, and in the midst thereof was written the name of Our Lord, and thus the
rebellious garrison of Satan set forth and decked themselves with his false and
counterfeited signs of holiness, only to delude and deceive the simple and ignorant
people.
After the king's highness was informed of this newly arisen insurrection he, making no
delay in so weighty a matter, caused with all speed the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk,
the marquis of Exeter, the earl of Shrewsbury and others, accompanied by his mighty
and royal army which was of great power and strength, immediately to set upon the
rebels. But when these noble captains and counsellors approached the rebels and
saw their number and how they were determined on battle, they worked with great
prudence to pacify all without shedding blood.
But the northern men were so stiff-necked that they would in no way stoop, but stoutly
stood and maintained their wicked enterprise. Therefore the abovesaid nobles,
perceiving and seeing no other was to pacify these wretched rebels, agreed upon a
battle; ... but the night before the day appointed for the battle a little rain fell, nothing
to speak of, but yet as if by a great miracle of God the water, which was a very small

ford which the day before men might have gone over dry shod, suddenly rose to such
a height depth and breadth that no man who lived there had ever seen before, so that
on the day, even when the hour of battle should have some, it was impossible for one
army to get at the other.
After this appointment made between both the armies, disappointed, as it is to be
thought, only by God who extended his great mercy and had compassion on the great
number of innocent persons who in that deadly slaughter would have been likely to
have been murdered, could not take place. Then... a consultation was held and a
pardon obtained from the king's majesty for all the captains and chief movers of this
insurrection, and they promised that such things as they found themselves aggrieved
by, all would be gently heard and their reasonable petitions granted, and that their
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articles should be presented to the king, so that by his highness' authority and the
wisdom of his council all things should be brought to good order and conclusion.
And with this order every man quietly departed, and those who before were bent as
hot asfire onfighting, being presented by God, went now peaceably to their houses,
and were as cold as water”

But let’s first see what happened at Doncaster
An extract from “The Pilgrimage of Men in York, Howard and Courtenay
Grace by Geoffrey Moorhouse were in Ampthill, though their armies

were at Cambridge and Buckingham
respectively, with the contingent

It is October 1536………………
To Howard, Duke of Norfolk, and his
colleagues, an increasingly major
problem was how they could continue
to motivate their men enough to stand
up in battle against

an enemy who was fired up with zeal
and bravado, taken care of by its
commanders, well-led and well
disciplined by men with a clear vision
of their objective and how they were
going to attain it. In these
circumstances, then, the royal armies
made their haphazard way up England
towards the moment of confrontation,
which was clearly not going to be a
repetition of the Lincolnshire triumph.

On 17th October, as Robert Aske was
composing his Oath of the Honourable

coming up from Gloucestershire no
closer than Stony Stratford, Meanwhile
George Talbot, who had shifted from
Nottingham to Newark, was receiving
instructions from Henry to advance
into Yorkshire and ‘to give them the
stroke’, but by then Talbot had
discovered that the people of
Doncaster were now committed to the
rebel cause and he was also made
aware of how many rebels were, in
fact, facing him. He therefore paused
at Southwell until Howard and
Courtenay had caught up with him,
then changed his mind and continued
his march north so that he was no
nearer than Scrooby the day Pontefract
Castle fell. The next day, Saturday the
21st, he received further instructions
from the King, ordering him to
safeguard the bridges over the Trent at
Nottingham and Newark. This was
Howard’s idea, part of a new strategy,
a ‘politic device’, in which he urged
that instead of seeking engagement
with the rebels, it might be better to
parley with them, in order to buy time
and, with luck, to create division
among the Pilgrims. The Trent,
moreover, would be a far better
defensive line if it came to needing one
than the much smaller River Don; and
there was always the possibility that
the rebels could be held at bay there
until winter set in, which might well
have a discouraging effect and would
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certainly make campaigning even
more difficult than it already was in
this atrocious autumn.
This was not the first time Howard had
suggested to the King that a cautious
approach might be prudent; much
earlier in the month, when policy was
still being worked out against the
rebels in Lincolnshire, he had advised
that ‘I think it unwise to be too hasty in
giving them battle’. But Talbot now
decided to press on, probably
reckoning that Howard himself could
handle the new Nottinghamshire
assignment - provided he ever got
there. By 23 October, when Sir
Thomas Percy and Robert Bowes had
led their Pilgrims south as far as
Hampole, with Aske and Stapleton
having taken the middle-ward behind
them to Wentbridge, Talbot had
advanced from Scrooby to the outskirts
of Doncaster, while Howard had only
just reached Newark and Courtenay
was still making his way up from
Bedfordshire. Realising that his
strategy of making the Trent the royal
defensive line had now become
redundant, because Talbot had gone on
ahead towards whatever awaited him
at the Don, Howard spurred his horse
northwards for what was becoming an
urgent need for consultation between
the joint commanders. But by the time
he caught up with Talbot, his army was
no further along the road than Tuxford,
which was sonic twenty-five miles
away.
Courtenay by then had managed to get
as far as Nottingham. With Charles
Brandon still in Lincoln, this meant
that what might conceivably be the eve
of a big battle would have to be fought
with the King’s men widely dispersed
in relatively small companies of
troops. Talbot had the biggest force, of
about 6000 men, Brandon had 4000 or
so, Howard was leading 3000 soldiers,
Courtenay no more than 2000; and
there was no way - there couldn’t be

any way for sonic days to come - in
which they might be united in a
coherent whole. They were sitting
ducks for a determined enemy which,
if it were led skilfully enough, would
be able to pick them off one by one.
Unless time was bought, and quickly,
the situation was quite likely to
become a royal shambles.
Howard, an essentially devious man,
was the best possible person to handle
a situation like this on his sovereign’s
behalf. At Newark lie had composed a
letter which was to be taken to the
Pilgrim leadership, suggesting that
there should be a meeting in Doncaster
between them and Howard, in order to
avoid an ‘effusion of blood’. If the
rebels would send ‘four of the
discreetest men of the north parts’
Howard would despatch to the
Pilgrims four of his own people as
sureties while the talks went on, in
which the insurgents were invited to
air their grievances; but he alone, it
was made clear, would parley with the
nominated captains. Apart from Lord
Darcy’s enquiry before he surrendered
Pontefract Castle, this was the first
time anyone speaking in the name of
the King had shown any inclination to
ask the Pilgrims the reasons for their
taking up arms against the Crown. It
was the message that Lancaster Herald
brought to the Pilgrims from George
Talbot on Tuesday, when they had
advanced as far as Barnsdale, between
Hampole and Wentbridge, and it could
be construed as marking a significant
shift in government policy towards the
rebellion, for it hinted that Henry
might be prepared to listen to his
subjects at last instead of peremptorily
putting them down. Robert Aske
happened to be with the vanguard
when Thomas Miller arrived, having
detached himself temporarily from his
own host - he was doubtless checking
that all was going according to plan at
the front line - and he immediately
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consulted Bowes, Percy and the other
leaders of the van about the offer from
Howard. Then, after deputing two
gentlemen to take care of Miller and
ensure his safety, Aske galloped back
to Pontefract to see what Thomas
Darcy thought. He also wanted him to
join the rest of the Pilgrims on the way
to Doncaster because the commons,
ever suspicious of their social
superiors who, they believed, could
never be trusted not to betray them and
their cause, were beginning to grumble
at Darcy’s absence in the security of
Pontefract.
The likelihood is that Aske’s
colleagues at Barnsdale were in favour
of rejecting Howard’s proposal and
fighting things out, whereas their chief
captain, an essentially moderate man,
wished to explore every avenue that
might possibly result in a peaceful
solution to their argument with the
government. And, although we have
no record of the consultation at
Pontefract, it seems probable that
Darcy advised a compromise between
these conflicting views. At any rate,
Thomas Miller was sent back to the
King’s commanders with the message
that, though Howard’s terms were not
acceptable as formulated, the Pilgrims
were willing to hold discussions
‘betwixt the hosts, and there to declare
their grievances and petition’. In other
words, they wanted the talks to take
place wherever the royal army was,
rather than specifically at Doncaster.
This was a counter-offer in which the
wily Duke immediately sensed danger
and it was the phrase ‘betwixt the
hosts’ that alerted him, because the last
thing he wanted was the rebels getting
sight of his own comparatively slender
resources, whereupon the essential
weakness of the Crown’s military
position would be abundantly clear to
his enemy. It would amount to an
invitation to a battle that he would be
unlikely to win. Something that

happened next morning would only
have confirmed his anxiety.
With the Pilgrim vanguard then
encamped at Hampole, a royal
scouting part of thirty horsemen or so
appeared from somewhere across the
Don, obviously bent on making a
reconnaissance from beyond the range
of longbows. They were allowed to get
on with this uninterrupted until they
came across a couple of rebel
stragglers, seized them and began to
ride away with two very useful
captives. At this, a much larger body
of Pilgrim cavalry leapt into the saddle
and gave pursuit, so hotly that the
King’s men released their prisoners in
order to escape more effectively. But
they were chased until they had
crossed the only bridge into Doncaster,
when their pursuers paused to take
stock from the higher ground of
Scawsby Hill on the north side of the
Don. From there the Pilgrims
overlooked the town, to the rebel
skirmishers that Wednesday morning,
however, it seemed to be unprotected;
indeed, to be well within their grasp if
they made a sudden and unexpected
attack; and many of them made it plain
that they thought this was what they
should do, with their enemy so
conspicuously in retreat. But Robert
Bowes, who was with them and who
feared that, if they attempted an attack
with their limited numbers they might
thereby be riding into a trap, managed
to stay their impetuous desire to come
to grips with the King’s men at last.
His initial overture rebuffed, Howard
now resorted to the fallback tactic that
he had already thought out and
conveyed to George Talbot, to be
adopted in the event of the first ruse
failing. Thomas Miller was sent to the
rebels yet again, this time with an
ultimatum to the effect that unless they
withdrew and went on their ways
peacefully, they could assume that
they would have a battle on their
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hands. If they did as they were told, on
the other hand, the royal commanders
would press their suit upon the King,
but if they did not disperse, ‘then do
your worst to us for so we will do to
you’. This was the most tremendous
bluff, just as Howard’s entire strategy
was based on a profound dishonesty.
For he had written to the King, before
launching his first initiative, so that
Henry should be in no doubt where
Howard actually stood if he received
independent news of the Duke treating
at all leniently with the rebels: ‘Sir,

most humbly I beseech you to take in
good part whatsoever promise I shall
make to the rebels (if such I shall by
the advice of others make) for surely I
shall observe no part thereof...’ This
was the communication of a man who
was not only willing to double-cross
his adversaries, but also prepared to
shift all possible blame on to other
shoulders if things did not go as
planned.
The immediate effect of the ultimatum
was that the senior Pilgrims conferred
at Hampole Priory, which offered
shelter from the downpouring rain that
incessantly soaked man and beast, and
everything else in the open air. All the
commanders were present and so was
the Archbishop of York, who had
come down from Pontefract with
Darcy, though probably not from
choice. But both Darcy and Aske still
hoped to engage him in the cause, to
provide it with some spiritual
substance and leadership. Darcy had
asked Lee about the possibility of the
Pilgrim manifestos being printed on
the press at York if it was still
available, the better to spread their
intentions as widely as possible; but
the Archbishop had pooh-pooed the
idea. Aske had particularly pressed
him to contribute a spiritual element to
a revised set of articles, but Lee had
ducked out of that one as well. He had
no intention of incriminating himself

by doing anything so committed,
though the Pilgrims retained a
touching belief in his good faith
towards them, when he had done
nothing at all beyond trying to keep
himself out of harms way.’
But at least, at Hampole, he sided with
Aske, with Darcy and with Sir Robert
Constable in their agreement to pursue
negotiation for the time being, rather
than violence. What they were after,
still, was not a humiliation of their
sovereign, certainly not the national
bloodbath which might well ensue if it
was seen that a royal army could be
defeated by common Englishmen, thus
offering encouragement to all
dissidents in the country at large. What
they wanted was simply the removal of
Cromwell and others like him who
had, the Pilgrims devoutly believed,
usurped positions which should never
have been theirs and in doing so had
poisoned the King’s mind on a whole
range of matters, which had resulted in
this Pilgrimage of Grace. There were
others with a different outlook on
things as they stood, especially the
belligerent fellows who led the van,
and Robert Bowes represented their
views fluently.
Although Thomas Miller was
obviously not party to this conference,
certain assurances he gave after
delivering the message from his master
must have been taken into account. He
led the commanders to believe that if
only they accepted Howard’s offer,
Cromwell would be deposed and the
King would grant ‘all other their
demands’; and, one day, Miller would
pay dearly for this gratuitous piece of
advice. Darcy may have produced the
clinching argument with a military
assessment of the situation they were
in. Though it was true that many things
were on their side, including almost
certainly superior numbers, better
morale and greater motivation, it was
also true that the men of
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Richmondshire who were the
designated rearguard of the Pilgrim
host had not yet obeyed the order to
drop what they were doing in Skipton
and get down to Pontefract: the rebel
army, in short, was lacking about a
third of its potential manpower. Darcy
further suggested that the onset of
winter meant that it would be more
sensible to have a ‘garrison war’ in the
next few months rather than any other
sort.
Not for the first time,
a willingness to be
calmly reasonable
prevailed over the
impulse for instant
action; and perhaps
one look at the
weather outside the
priory windows was
enough to dissuade
any waverers from a
determination to start
fighting at all costs
and without further
delay. In spite of the
fact that it might be interpreted as a
climb-down, and therefore a sign of
weakness, it was proposed that
Howard’s first offer should be
accepted, with nothing in their reply to
be said about the possibility of battle,
and the four discreet men were chosen
to represent the Pilgrims at the meeting
with the Duke. They were to be Robert
Bowes, young Sir Ralph Ellerker, Sir
Thomas Hilton, who had been press-
ganged by the rebels up in Durham,
and Robert Chaloner of Wakefield,
another of the gentry who had made
the apparently effortless transition
from fear of to wholehearted support
for the Pilgrims
Having been one of those who fled to
the sanctuary of Pontefract when it was
still held by Darcy in the King’s name,
on its surrender he quickly became one
of the inner circle around Aske, which
planned all strategy from then on.

These four, then, were readied to go
forth to a meeting with Howard,
Lancaster Herald being sent on ahead
to inform the Duke of what was afoot
and to set in motion the -arrangement
for the exchange of the royal hostages,
who were to be in the custody of the
Archbishop at Hampole. The meeting
took place on Friday the 27th, the day
after Howard had reached Doncaster
himself, having ridden through much
of the night from Newark. He was not,

in fact, alone in
receiving the four
P i l g r i m s i n
Lawrence Cook’s
priory. With him
were George Talbot,
together with the
Earls of Rutland and
Huntingdon, and
these heard Robert
Bowes enunciate
five requests to the
King; oddly enough,
they weren’t written
down until Howard

asked for this to be done, after Bowes
had first spoken from memory. The
Pilgrims begged that the faith should
be truly maintained. Likewise, they
asked for the ancient liberties of the
Church to be kept safe. They wanted
unpopular statutes repealed, so that the
law would stand again as it was when
Henry came to the throne. They
wanted the ‘villein blood’ to be
expelled from government and noble
blood restored to the King’s Council.
Finally, and adamantly, they wanted
Cromwell, Richard Riche and the
heretic bishops banished and punished
subverters of God’s and the
commonwealth’s laws. In all
essentials, therefore, these were the
articles that had motivated the Pilgrims
from the outset. The delegates added
that if Henry would but grant these
requests, they besought his pardon and
would gladly return to their homes
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peacefully.

Later that day there was a second
meeting, the reason for which is
indistinct, though it went some way to
satisfying the rebel demand for
discussions ‘betwixt the hosts’, for it
took place in sight of both armies on
Doncaster bridge and more people
were involved - about thirty on each
side - than had been present at the first
encounter. Leading the Pilgrim
delegation, in addition to the original
four negotiators, were the Lords
Darcy, Latimer and Luntley, together
with Sir Robert Constable and Sir John
13ulmer, member of a prominent
North Riding family, who had once
served under Howard in Ireland and
had been pressed into the Pilgrimage
by the rebels coming down from
Durham and Cleveland on their way to
a muster at Northallerton.
Although the absence of Robert Aske
from either of these truce talks seems
on the face of it to be unaccountable,
given his position as captain in chief, it
is consistent with the policy adopted
by the rebels from the start: to secure
the allegiance of as many nobles and
knights as they could and to parade
them as prominently as possible in
order to impress upon the King (and
everyone else who was not a
committed Pilgrim) the fact that this
was not simply a rising of the
commons and a sprinkling of gentry,
but something that was socially much
more impressive than that. The talks
may have been a genuine attempt by
both sides - for vastly different reasons
- to reach a peaceful solution to their
confrontation, but a great deal of sabre
rattling went on in the background of
these comings and goings of Thomas
Miller, the various delegations, the
persons of high consequence. There
were other skirmishes besides the one
that had finished with the royal scouts

being chased back into Doncaster, and
though they never amounted to
anything that might precipitate a major
battle, being more in the nature of
military irritants, they did result in the
killing of an unfortunate Pilgrim
belonging to the Bowes host: he was
speared from behind by one of his own
comrades, who mistook the black cross
of St Cuthbert on the man’s jacket for
the similar red cross of St George worn
by the royal soldiery - and this resulted
in the order that such badges should be
discarded, that instead every Pilgrim
should wear, back and front, either the

badge of the Five Wounds or the one
with IHS blazoned upon it. Apart from
such minor engagements, there was a
calculated display of its power by the
rebel army on the Thursday morning
when, at first light, the entire force of
some 30,000 was deployed at Scawsby
Leys*, where everyone in Doncaster
would have a good view of them,
including a contingent of royal
soldiery amounting to no more than
one fifth of the rebel strength. They
repeated this belligerent display the
next day and there they stayed until
after the delegations had come back to
them. No one called up to the royal
service could have been anything but
extremely apprehensive at the sight.
Company after company was drawn up
in battle order, their captains riding up
and down their ranks, encouraging,
correcting,maintaining a strict
discipline among their men. Priests
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moved among them, too, exhorting
them to have no fear of dying in
defence of the faith. Each man wore
his Pilgrim badge proudly and all of
them were further Sustained by the
great crimson and silver banner of St
Cuthbert which, together with that of
the Five Wounds, billowed and
* See Philip Scowcroft’s comments
Rippled in the most prominent position
of all, at the head of this dauntinglv
impressive array of troops. The
crescent of the Percies was also to be
seen, as well as the insigniae of the
other nobility. And it may well be that
this enormous combination of hosts
sang the Sawley Ballad from time to
time, with a choral lustiness that could
never have been heard before, for it
would have been an excellent way of
stirring their own blood and making
the enemy even more nervous than lie
was already at the sight of this
intimidating presence. Many of the
rebels, certainly, still wanted to engage
with their royal adversary and some
doubtless felt that a golden opportunity
had been lost when they were
r e s t r a i n e d
f r o m
pursuing the
royal scouts
right into the
town, which
they might
easily have
o v e r c o m e
w i t h a
l i g h t n i n g
raid. For the
m o m e n t ,
there was no
question of
a t t e m p t in g
t h a t . T h e
royal artillery
had now arrived and the only bridge
into Doncaster, part of the old Roman
road from Lincoln to York, lay under
the muzzles of a hundred pieces of

ordnance, commanded by a gentleman
of the Privy Chamber, Peter Mewtas. If
conditions had remained as they were
on the day of the pursuit it would have
been possible to ford the river, which
was normally only a couple of feet
deep, to work round behind the guns
and turn them to the rebels’ own
advantage. Torrential overnight rain
had ruled out that tactic, the waters
having risen so much that the Don was
quite impassable. As Howard himself
reported to the King, seeing
Providence itself working on their
behalf: ‘God of his infinite goodness
sent, that night, such a Rain that it was
not possible without swimming to pass
the water.’

We do not know exactly what went on
at Doncaster bridge, though whatever
it was, it went on long enough for the
commons on the north bank to have
their everlasting suspicions of a
treacherous upper class raised again.
They might have been even more
cynical had they been aware of an

exchange that
t o o k p l a c e
between Lord
Darcy and the
E a r l o f
S h r e w s b u r y.
There was by
Flow - and there
w a s a m p l e
reason for it -
some antipathy
between the two
men, so that
when Darcy
told Talbot to
‘Hold up thy
long claw and
promise me that

I shall have the king’s favour and shall
be indifferently heard, and I will come
into to Doncaster to you’, the Earl’s
dismissive reply was, ‘Then ye shall
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not come in.’ But it was true that
Darcy had aligned himself with the
rebel party that preferred a peaceful
solution if one could be found, as did
everyone among the Pilgrim leaders
except those in the vanguard, and there
could have been very few commoners
in any of the hosts who did not want to
go on to London now that their blood
was up; not now that many of them
had seen for themselves how very
much stronger they were - guns or no
guns - than the undernourished army
that was supposed to stand in their
way.
There were hawks and doves on both
sides, in fact, and while Talbot
certainly fell into the first category
among the royal commanders, there is
reason to suspect that Howard did not
nearly share his views. His religious
sympathies, insofar as he had any, lay
with the rebels and he hated Cromwell
as much as any of them; only
expediency, perhaps, had held him
thus far to his sovereign’s side. What
is also certain is that he was
profoundly relieved at the prospect of
avoiding battle for, the next day, he
wrote to the King that ‘The pestilence
is in our army. We want victuals and
money. The country is theirs. They
have made it desolate. These
considerations (as that we cannot
force them to a battle but when and
where pleaseth them) have made us
condescend to a treaty with them...’
The meaning of ‘condescend’ in the
sixteenth century did not necessarily
carry the patronising overtones of our
own day, but it now sounds a perverse
usage, given the reality of the Duke’s
circumstances that weekend. And
though it is very likely that Howard, on
the bridge, made an effort to
undermine the pledges that had so far
held commons, gentry and nobility
together in the Pilgrimage, it is also
possible that he made various
concessions, though whether from

goodwill or his habitual cunning is
more difficult to estimate.

The rebel delegation seem to have
come away from the meeting with the
impression that a number of desirable
things were now on the cards: a special
sitting of Parliament to consider their
grievances, an offer that the Crown
would listen attentively - and would be
open to persuasion - to complaints
about certain statutes and a general
pardon for everyone who had risen
against the government, including the
insurgents in Lincolnshire. They may
have been sworn to secrecy on these
points, in order to protect Howard’s
position at court in the immediate
future, until their suit was laid before
the King; and if this is so, it certainly
betrays a degree of trusting naivete on
the part of supposedly sophisticated
men. But the Duke of Norfolk was
better than most at the tortuous art of
dissembling.
The openly agreed outcome of the two
parleys was that Howard and the Earl
of Shrewsbury’s son, Francis, Lord
Talbot, should go south without delay,
accompanied by Robert Bowes and Sir
Ralph Ellerker representing the
Pilgrims, to present the petition and
further arguments to the King himself.
They would then return with the royal
response to their overtures.
Meanwhile, there would be a truce, in
which both armies would disperse over
the next couple of days to await further
events when the King’s pleasure was
known. This was certainly a blow to
the Pilgrim vanguard, who by now had
become so confident of victory that
they scoffed at the prospect of doing
battle against opponents led by old
men. ‘They wished the King had sent
some younger lords against them than
my lord of Norfolk and my lord of
Shrewsbury.’ It is probable that they
only consented to the truce and the
approach to Henry because some sort
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of internal deal had been negotiated by
the rebel leadership whereby, in
exchange for their restraint over a
limited period, they were rewarded by
having two of their own captains,
Bowes and Ellerker, represent the
entire Pilgrimage in London, where
their most adamant concerns would not
be misrepresented or allowed to go by
default. But there were others who also
needed pacifying, which is why Darcy
arid Aske rode straight back to
Pontefract on Friday evening, the
moment the bridge talks were over and
agreement had been reached by the
principals.
For the men of Richmondshire had
finally come down from Skipton and,
deprived of their quarry there, were
more than ready for a fight at
Doncaster. Next morning they were
told about the truce and ordered to
make their way home, being no longer
required as the rearguard. And while
the commanders who, by now, were
Lord Scrope and Sir Christopher
Danby, could appreciate the reason
behind this sudden about-turn, the
ordinary dalesmen of their host most
certainly could not. They were well
aware, no doubt, that if they had been
where they were supposed to be when
the peace talks were going on, the
outcome might have been other-wise;
for they were of the same background,
with the same cast of mind, as those of
the vanguard commanded by Robert
Bowes and had they been united they
might have created an irresistible
pressure on the Pilgrim leader ship for
war without further delay. With this
frustration added to their failure to
bring down Henry Clifford and to all
their other grievances, they were very
angry indeed at the order to disperse.
Sir Robert Constable was later to speak
well as now as in dissolving the army
of the enemy without loss of ours, yet
fearing how his Majesty shall take the
despatching of out- band, I am the

of ‘the fury of the commons’ and Lord
Darcy of ‘wild people’ from the dales.
It was with difficulty, and after much
argument, that Aske, Darcy and the
others persuaded these commons to be
on their way. But, that Saturday, all the
hosts eventually began the return
journey north and east, just as the royal
soldiers simultaneously dribbled away
to the south. William Stapleton told his
men to remain well behaved as they
made their way back to Beverley, after
lie had parted company with them at
Tadcaster. Then he went home to
Wighill, where he resumed the life of a
country gentleman, with its seasonal
pastimes of shooting birds and hunting
the fox.
Up to a point, everything now
depended upon the probity of Thomas
Howard and no one had ever been sure
of that. As he and young Talbot and
the two Pilgrims rode out of Doncaster
that Saturday, the only certain thing
about him was that he was very far
from elated at the way things had
turned out. He was, in fact, almost
dropping with exhaustion, having
covered much more ground even than
Robert Aske in the previous week, and
he twice the rebel leader's age. It
showed in a letter he wrote to Henry
from Tuxford at five o'clock on
Sunday morning. He pointed out that
he had arrived the night before `as
weary a man as can be' and since then
had been allowed only three hours'
sleep, what with being woken twice to
receive messages from the King and
from Charles Brandon. In being forced
to treat with the rebels `my heart is
near broken. And notwithstanding that
in every man's mouth it is said in our
army that I never served his Grace so

most unquiet man of mind living. All
others here are joyful and I only
sorrowful.' He explained the
circumstances which had caused the
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truce rather than bloodshed.

Foul weather and no housing for horse
nor man, at the most not for the third
part of the army mid no wood to make
fires withal, hunger both for men and
horses of such sort that of truth I think
never English saw the like. Pestilence
in the town ... on Friday night the
mayor's wife and two of his daughters

and one servant died in one house,
how many others in the town I know
not, but of soldiers nine, and if there
were left in the town or within five
miles one load of hay or one load of
oats, peas or beans, all the purveyors
say untruly.

There was then an admission that all was not well with the commitment of his
common troops. `Though never prince had a company of more valiant noblemen and
gentlemen, yet right few of the soldiers but that thought and think their quarrels to be
good and godly...' As he must have known by then, or at least suspected, a large
proportion of the royal army sympathised with the rebels. Had there been a Pilgrim
victory at Doncaster, they would have gone over to the other side in droves. Was the
Duke obliquely trying to tell Henry something that he didn't have the courage to say
outright?

Member Philip Scowcroft writes
“Moorhouse asserts that up to 30,000 rebels were camped in front of
Doncaster but having regard to the size of armies frequently being inflated in
accounts of medieval and post-medieval campaigns in England (and
doubtless elsewhere) they may have been no more than a third of that
number, though it is possible that there could have been 30,000 sympathetic
to the Pilgrim’s cause scattered throughout the north.
In addition to the bridge crossing held by Mewtas there was a further force
assembled on Wheatley Hillls, the highest point in that part of the Doncaster
district, under the Earl of Shrewsbury, probably as a concentration of levies
loyal to the Crown. There was of course no standing army in Tudor England
apart from the Yeoman of the Guard. The Wheatley Hills force has been
stated to number 5,000, but this, too may be an over-estimate. Its commander
was rather laid back about the situation as he is reputed to have spent much
of his time hunting deer on Hatfield Chase…… Had it all come to full-scale battle
the result could have been, as The Duke of Wellington was to say at Waterloo
three centuries later, “a damned close-run thing” There is some evidence that
many in the Royal army sympathized with the rebels though how far this was
true is not easy to establish. One also wonders if the Wheatley Hills force
could have supported the bridge garrison in time had fighting broken out”.

A sad ending

The royal mercy was then extended to all the rebels, and a promise given
that their grievances should be patiently discussed in a parliament which
should be held at York. Aske then dismissed his followers, trusting in the
king's promises. "On these terms the pilgrimage was dissolved (Dec 9th,
1536), but the King, on the dispersion of the insurgents, read them a
lecture, in a royal manifesto, of a nature which would, in these days,
rather have raised than suppressed a rebellion. In answer to that part of
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their petition which related to the removal of his ministers, who were
charged with a design to subvert the religion of the state and to enslave
the people, the King says chillingly:

'And we, with our whole council, think it right strange that ye,
who be but brutes and inexpert folk, do take upon you to appoint
us who be m eet or not for our council; we will, therefore, bear no
such meddling at your hands, it being inconsistent with the duty of
good subjects to interfere in such matters.'
(from Baines' History of Lancashire.)

Bigod's insurrection of Jan 1537
The rebel army dispersed; but the cause of their discontent remained
unremoved, nor did the King show any disposition to redeem his promises.
Early the following year the pilgrims were again in arms in several places
in the north. Sir Francis Bigod of Settrington, Yorkshire, led an uprising at
Beverley. The new rising took place in Cumberland and Westmoreland,
and was spreading to Yorkshire. They attempted the capture of Hull and
Carlisle, but were repulsed in both cases, and in their retreat from the
latter town they were intercepted by the Duke of Norfolk, with a largely
augmented army, and seventy-four officers were hanged on the walls of
the city.
The Pilgrimage found sympathisers and promoters in the diocese of
Carlisle. Robert Jerby, abbot of Holm Cultram; Towneley, chancellor of
Carlisle; the Prior of Lanercost, and a nameless Vicar of Penrith, made
themselves especially obnoxious to the King by their activity. Carlisle was
held for the King by Sir Thom as Clifford and Sir Christopher Dacre; certain
unfounded suspicions about Dacre's fidelity were evidently in circulation,
but he in the end thoroughly vindicated it. Penrith appears to have been
the local focus of insurrection, and thither repaired Abbot Jerby, and there
he aided and abetted in the sending [of] men to the insurgents at York.
He warned his tenants of the manor of Holm Cultram, on pain of hanging,
to attend illegal gatherings at Wayttyrighow (?) and on Broadfield, and,
when on 12 Feb 1536/7, som e eight thousand rabble from Kendal,
Richmond, Kirkby Stephen, Appleby, and Hexham, under Nichol Musgrave,
laid siege to Carlisle, he rode with them and acted as their commissioner
to demand the surrender of the town. Clifford and Dacre repulsed and
pursued the disorderly assailants, who rallied and made a stand, but
melted away in panic on hearing of the approach of the royal forces under
the Duke of Norfolk.

Henry considered this
second rising as a breach
of the amnesty he had
gran ted; and though
many of the former
l e a d e r s w e r e n o t
concerned in this second
r e b e llio n , the y were
apprehended, tried, and
executed. Hundreds were
s u m m arily e x e c u t e d,
many of them sentenced
to by juries coerced into
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rendering guilty verdicts. The rebel leaders, including Darcy and Hussey,
were beheaded, and Robert Aske was carried to York to be hanged in
chains till he died. Many country people were hanged in their own gardens
as examples to their fellow villagers, and monks of Sawley Abbey, a
suppressed monastery which the Pilgrims had re-established, were hanged
from the steeple of their church. The loss of the leaders enabled Norfolk to
crush the rising. The King avenged himself on Cumberland and
Westmoreland by a series of massacres under the form of martial law.
Though Aske had tried to prevent the rising he was put to death. In all,
216 were put to death, lords and knights, half a dozen abbots, 38 monks,
and 16 parish priests: Lord Darcy, Sir Henry Percy, Sir Thomas Percy, Sir
Robert Constable, Sir John and Lady Bulm er (the latter being burnt at
Smithfield; his first wife was an aunt of Sir Francis Bigod, the second
Margaret Stafford, widow of William Cheney and possibly a daughter of
the Duke of Buckingham), Sir Stephen Hamilton, Nicholas Tempest,
William Lumley and several other gentlemen, together with the four
Abbots of Fountains, Jervaulx, Barlings, Sawley, and Rivaulx, and the prior
of Bridlington.
After the uprising was quashed by virtue of Henry's betrayal of his promise
of a general pardon, he wrote to the Duke of Norfolk, his agent:
Our pleasure is that . . . you shall cause such dreadful execution to
be done upon a good number of the inhabitants of every town,
village, and ham let that have offended, as they may be a fearful
spectacle to all others hereafter that would practice any like
matter.
The letter also orders the Duke to get and send the Vicar of Penrith and
Chancellor Towneley to the King, and to visit Salleye (Sawley), Hexam,
Newminster, Leonerdecaste, Saincte Agatha, and all such other places as
have made any maner of resistence, or in any wise conspired or kept their
houses with any force sithens th' appointement at Doncastre, you shall,
without pitie or circumstance, nowe that our baner is displayed, cause all
the monkes and chanons, that be in anywise faultie, to be tyed uppe,
without further delay or ceremoney, to the terrible example of others.
The Abbot of Sawley and the Prior of Hexham were certainly hanged; the

Copy of graffiti from Tower of London
by Prior Cook of Whitefriars Priory,
Doncaster. He sympathised with the
Pilgrims. He was eventually executed
at Tyburn in 1540 for his opposition
to the king

fate of the other three is not known, nor what became of Chancellor
Towneley and the Vicar of Penrith. Seventy-four persons were executed in
the towns of Cum berland and W estmorland; by some oversight they were
not hanged in chains, as were the insurgents who endured that fate in
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Yorkshire, and the Bishopric of Durham : "the bodies were cut down and
buried by certain women", to the anger of the Duke. Nothing is said as to
the fate of the Abbot of Holm Cultram, but as Sir Thomas Wharton writes,
in Aug 1537, of "the dethe of the laytt Abbot of Holm" he was probably
hanged, unless he cheated the wood by dying. Sir Thom as Wharton, in his
letter, also says he had attended the assizes in Cumberland:-
... when dyvers henyus riottes and oyer unlawfull demenors er laytly
doune. Ther is on grett ryott foundon to be doune by the commandment
of the byschoppe of Kerlesle...
Two or three years later another outbreak took place in Yorkshire, in
which Sir John Neville and ten other persons were taken in arms and
executed at York.
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